
Executive Head Update 

Together we empower excellence 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 2018 

Dear families, 
 
Welcome to the November newsletter - and what an exciting month 
it has been! 
 
It has been a real pleasure this month to spend time both in class, 
and working with the children.  Last week some of our children 
shared their learning with us, bringing their workbooks along with 
them.  Their ability to talk about what they are learning, not just what 
they are doing, is a real testament to the great work going on in our 
academy.  They could recognise where they had been challenged 
and how their teacher’s feedback had supported them on their learn-
ing journey. They were also unfailingly polite and enthusias-
tic!  Thank you so much to them all! 
 
This month also included our Open Morning for our new parents 
hoping to join us in September 2018.  It was so lovely to show the 
parents around our classrooms, and to share some of the recent de-
velopments such as the new nursery classroom. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support and feedback - we were 
delighted to see the response to the quiz on Friday 23rd and would 
like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to our PTA for organising it - all funds 
going to our new library! 
 
Please look out for the special Christmas newsletter which will be 
winging its way to you soon with our seasonal highlights! 
 
With best wishes 
 
Mrs S Rowe-Jones 
Executive Head of Academy 
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Stay and share sessions: 
 
Tuesday 4th December - Forest School Stay and 
Share 
 
Families are invited to join their children whilst the take 
part in their Forest School learning with Pete Moore from 
‘Forest and Beach’. 
 

Morning session Nursery, YR, Y1, Y2 9.30 - 11.30 
     

Afternoon session Y3 & Y4 13.15 - 15.15 

 
 

Monday 10 Dec & Tuesday  11 Dec  - Christmas 
Craft  

 
 

Praise Worship  
Families are welcome to join us for our Praise Worship 
on Friday mornings at 9.05am, when we celebrate the 
achievements of the week. 

 

Keep an eye out for: 

Class Acts of Worship coming in the new year 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP  



 

CHESTNUT CLASS 
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We have had such a busy 
month, we have been looking 
at the environment by making 
bird feeders for the birds. We 

have been learning about 
Guy Fawkes and Remem-
brance Day. The children 

have also been working on 
their speech and language 
through retelling traditional 

tales. The children have also 
been focusing on their fine 

and gross motor skills    



HAZEL CLASS 
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We have had a busy month! We 
have been learning about lots of dif-
ferent traditional tales and have had 
fun role playing them, drawing them 
as well as rewriting the stories.  In 
science we made houses for the 
Three Little Pigs and then tested 
the strongest by blowing them down 
with a hairdryer! 
We have even been learning about 
maps and plotting the route to For-
est School.  We have been devel-
oping our teamwork skills during 
these Forest School sessions too- 
and we have loved making popcorn 
and hot chocolate! 

In November, the children have 
been able to display their wonder-
ful home learning projects which 
focused on the solar system! This 
has enabled them to develop their 
understanding of the planets! 
 
As part of their Beautiful Work pro-
ject, the children have been creat-
ing and designing their own rocket. 
By testing their rocket, the children 
have been able to adapt and im-
prove their design to ensure it goes 
further into the air. 

OAK CLASS 
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ETHOS COMMITTEE 

We have been exploring the value of Service as part of our focus on our 
Christian Academy value of Stewardship. Through Collective Worship, 
Family Groups and classroom discussions we have consider how we 
are able to be good servants and stewards within our communities. 
 
Linking to our academy value of Thankfulness, we joined the nation in 
remembering those who gave their lives so that we could have ours. 
The children created beautiful poppy wreaths using leaves made from 
their hand shapes. The Ethos committee are pictured showing them to 
Reverend Jackie during one of our worship sessions. 
 
This month we have been focusing on the value of ‘Service’ which links 
directly to our academy Christian Value of Stewardship. 
‘Serve one another in love’ Galatians 5.13 
Through collective worship we have been exploring what Service means 
to us in life and in the academy and wider community. This was intro-
duced to the children using this acrostic poem: 
Service is… 
Spending time on others 
Enjoying giving help 
Responsibility in action 
Volunteering willingly 
I second, you first 
Committing to a task 
Everyone offering their talents and gifts. 
 
 
Throughout the month, we have explored ways in which we can serve 
willingly using our talents, developing relationships to serve together and 
serving with ‘no strings attached’. 

RE, VALUES & WORSHIP 

Our Ethos committee sent out a questionnaire to involve everyone in the decision 
for who we would like to raise money for. Thank you to all the responses. Clear fa-
vourites are ‘A safe place to sleep’, ‘Mobile medical centre’, ‘Chickens’, and 
‘Mosquito nets’. We will start on our Charity campaign soon and look forward to 
lots of events coming up throughout the academic year to follow us to raise as 
much money as we can for these fantastic charities.  
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If we ever needed an excuse to put on our pyjamas then Children In 
Need is a fantastic one. The whole academy took part in raising mon-
ey for this fantastic charity by wearing their pyjamas during the day 
and engaging in many exciting activities. As a community we are al-
ways pleased to be able to support charities that do so much for 
young people and their families. 
 
We raised an amazing …… Well done everyone. The money raised will 
go along way in continuing their good work. 
 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

Anti-Bullying Week was celebrated nationally by many businesses, 
schools and companies. At West Alvington, we believe that chil-
dren should be empowered to be able to talk about and understand 
what bullying means and what to do if we feel someone else or 
ourselves are experiencing it. This week gave us the perfect plat-
form to open up a line of communication with our children and en-
able them to unpick what it means and how it might feel. All of our 
wonderful children showed great empathy towards this theme and 
a maturity throughout discussions. 
 
Chestnut Nursery and Reception children talked about how to be a 
kind and helpful friend. We shared the story of Elmer and talked 
about the differences. 
 



PARLIAMENT WEEK 

 

To end the week dedicated to understanding Parliament and 
its role within Government, we invited parents into the acade-
my to share in a piece of learning. For this we tasked every-
one to make a rosette to recognise the Suffragettes and their 
plight for Women’s Rights. This was a topical theme marking 
the 100th year. 
 
Throughout the week we explored different themes, including 
the role of parliament in our democracy and the importance of 
voting to have your say on issues that affect our communities 
and families. We worked together in classes, family groups 
and as individuals to consider the British Values of Democra-
cy, Rule of Law, Individual Liberty, Mutual Respect and Toler-
ance. To understand democracy a little better, we even voted 
for Family Group leaders 
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FOREST SCHOOL 
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Hi My name is Mrs Annette Andrews and I am a teaching assis-

tant in Oak class working with Miss Cusack. Following 20 years as 

a paediatric nurse, and a few house moves, I have worked here 

for 9 years across all the year groups. 

I have 3 children, 2 of whom attended West Alvington which led 

me to spend 6 years as a school Governor. 

I am passionate about our children loving their time at school . I 

am also a Thrive Practitioner helping children overcome problems 

or concerns that become a barrier to their engagement and hap-

piness in school. As your children move through the school I look 

forward to getting to know them. 

Hi my name is Miss Cusack and I am the teacher for Oak 

class. I have been a teacher for 7 years now and love every 

minute of my day! I live in Plymouth with my cat Mischief 

(also known as Tiny). I have been teaching within the LAP 

for four years now and worked within three of the schools 

within the partnership. I enjoy teaching all subjects but in 

particular history which I have loved from school. 

STAFF FOCUS 

MISS CUSACK 

MRS ANDREWS 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 

Mon 3 Dec - Decorating Christmas Tree with FOWAS 2.30 

Tue 4 Dec - Forest School Stay and Share 

Mon 10 Dec - Christmas Craft Day 

Tue  11 Dec - Christmas Craft Day 

Wed 12 Dec - Chestnut & Hazel Theatre Trip 

Fr 14 Dec - Christmas Jumper Day,  

                    Christmas School Lunch,  

                     Christmas Fair 

Mon 17 Dec—Christingle 

Tue 18 Dec—Carols By Candlelight KS2 

Wed 19 Dec - Early Years and KS1 Nativity   

    Carols on Tour KS2 

 

Thu 20 Dec - Christmas party with FOWAS 

 

 

Term dates 

  

First Day of Term 

 

Last Day of Term 

 

Autumn Term 1st Half  03/09/2018 18/10/2018 

Autumn Term 2nd Half 29/10/2018 21/12/2018 

Spring Term 1st Half 07/01/2019 15/02/2019 

Spring Term 2nd  Half 25/02/2019 05/04/2019 

Summer Term 1st Half 23/04/2019 24/05/2019 

Summer Term 2nd Half 04/06/2019 19/07/2019 
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The Head of Academy may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless 
there are exceptional circumstances. 

 

All requests for a child to be absent from school during term time must be made in writ-
ing at least a half term in advance of the proposed absence by completing the absence 

request form obtainable from the Academy office. 

 

Please call into the Academy Office if you would like to discuss your child’s attendance 
or any aspect of absences.  

Attendance so far this academic year: 

Whole school— 95% 

Oak Class—96.3% 

Hazel Class—93.3% 
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NEW SCHOOL APP 

 

We have introduced a new school app called My Ed. 
It is an amazing app and will make communicating 

with you much easier. It will also make it easy to find 
important information. You can download it from 

your app store. If you have any questions please ask 

OFFICE NEWS 

Christmas Lunch Friday 14th December 

A letter has been sent home today for school Christmas 

lunch. If your child would like a  Christmas lunch please 

complete the  menu choice slip and return to the Acade-

my off ice as soon as possible please. Thank you 

MRS O’DWYER ABSENCE 

I will be having a routine operation on my hand on 11th December so I will not be at 
work for the last two weeks of term unfortunately. There will be administrators from 
across the LAP coming to the office to cover. I will still be around as a Mum attending 
various Christmas events. 
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West Alvington C of E Academy 

West Alvington, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3PP 
 

 01548 852002  westalvington@lapsw.org   
 www.westalvingtonprimary.co.uk @WAlvingtonLAP 


